This zine series was made in connection with “Unfinished Business–Juvenile Justice,” the community-curated exhibit at the Jane Addams Hull-House Museum, on
view through August 2011.
“Unfinished Business” is curated in collaboration with over a
dozen community partners and makes connections between
the founding of the nation’s first Juvenile Court in 1899 and
the pressing contemporary issues of juvenile justice and
prison reform. The exhibit fosters dialogue and provides opportunities for visitors to participate onsite in several forms of
civic engagement. While much progress has been made on
the issue about which Jane Addams and other Hull-House
reformers cared so deeply, we wanted visitors to know that
there is still a lot of “unfinished business.” The work of creating a more just society continues, and we can all be part of
transformative social change.
These zines—created in collaboration with Project NIA; the
Chicago Freedom School; teaching artists Rachel Marie
Crane-Williams and Elgin-Bokari T. Smith; artist and activist
Billy Dee; and youth inside and outside the system—attempt
to create a critical awareness of the issues by addressing
the many facets of juvenile justice. Five zines speak to the
History of the Juvenile Court, Girls in the System, YouthStories (of the Incarcerated), the School-to-Prison Pipeline,
and the Prison-Industrial Complex. Through dialogue and
creative thinking, we believe that a series of zines allows us
to become a more effective public history site and enables
us to contribute to popular education in a unique way. These
zines challenge preconceived notions, stir our imaginations,
and generate new community beyond the Museum’s walls.

So, what is a zine? Fanzines or “zines” are do-ityourself (DIY) mini-books that have a long history of
communicating openly, honestly, and plainly. Zines are
independent and capture the spirit of a localized scene,
but are meant to have far-reaching effects. Once you
read a zine, pass it along to a friend or acquaintance.
By sharing and discussing zines, the community grows,
and you’ve made a valuable connection with someone.
The Jane Addams Hull-House Museum serves as a
dynamic memorial to Nobel Peace Prize recipient Jane
Addams and other resident social reformers whose
work influenced the lives of their immigrant neighbors as
well as national and international public policy.
The Museum preserves and develops the original HullHouse site for the interpretation and continuation of
the historic settlement house vision, linking research,
education, and social engagement.The zine series is
a valuable tool for civic engagement and emphasizes
that “history is not a spectator sport” but something that
everyone can and should be engaged in making at all
times.
Want to find out more or get involved? Check us out
and download copies of the zines at: www.hullhousemuseum.org
--Teresa Silva, community curator of “Unfinished
Business–Juvenile Justice,” Jane Addams Hull-House
Museum, 2011

After over a year of work, I am thrilled to announce
the publication of a series of zines about the juvenile
justice and prison systems. This collaborative experience was a truly rewarding and wonderful one. When
I approached my friend Lisa Lee, of the Jane Addams
Hull House Museum, with the idea of creating a graphic
novel about the history and current manifestations of
juvenile justice, I could not have imagined where we’d
end up today. We both agreed that this project would
only make sense if we centered the voices of incarcerated youth as well as young people on the outside. We
knew that we wanted to find partners who would share
our vision and would have the skills to execute it. We
were incredibly lucky to find talented and dedicated
teaching artists like Rachel Marie-Crane Williams and
Elgin Smith to work with on this project. Both of them
collaborated respectfully with the young people who
participated in what would eventually come to be known
as our “cradle to prison pipeline” comic arts project. After that, they spent countless hours drawing and authoring the zines that we are releasing today. If we had paid
them what they are worth, we would all be bankrupt.
We were also blessed to partner with the Chicago Freedom School which provided a meeting space for youth
and with Eva Nagao, Freedom School board co-chair,
who took it upon herself to recruit young people for this
project. Eva handled all of the logistics for the 5 weeks
of the comic arts program for youth on the outside.
Special thanks also to Rachel Shine who volunteered
her time with the youth as they learned about juvenile
justice and drew their own images.

The Cook County Juvenile Temporary Detention Center
(JTDC) welcomed us for 4 weeks in August 2010 to
work with the young people who were incarcerated
there. Teaching artist Elgin Smith, who already works at
JTDC, led comic arts workshops for both girls and boys
at the jail. We are indebted to the youth for sharing their
stories and talents with us.
As an added bonus, artist and activist Billy Dee, working with members of the Chicago PIC Teaching Collective, has created a zine about the prison industrial
complex that the Museum has generously printed too.
There is no way that anyone who looks at the “PIC Is”
zine will miss Billy’s talent or huge heart. Both are apparent throughout the publication.
This project would not have been as seamless or as
enjoyable as it was without the presence and guidance
of Teresa Silva. Teresa’s steady hand and her soft touch
moved us along and helped bring the project to completion. Thanks to Teresa for all of her contributions.
There are few people in the world as unique and inspiring as Lisa Lee. Over the years, Lisa has fostered
opportunities for youth and adults across Chicago to
learn about history, art, and social justice. She does this
without fanfare but always with unmatched generosity
of spirit. This project would not have happened without
her. I am eternally grateful to Lisa for all that she has
done and will undoubtedly continue to do in the future.

Finally, a point of personal privilege… I am committed to
using art as a tool for social transformation and justice.
I believe that art has the capacity to speak across difference and to help educate and incite people to action. I
hope that those individuals who read these zines come
away asking the question: How can I contribute to dismantling the prison industrial complex? If even only
one person asks, then we will have done our part.

The School to Prison Pipeline

In Peace and Solidarity,
Mariame Kaba, Director, Project NIA

“In order for us as poor and oppressed people to become part of a
society that is meaningful, the system
under which we now exist has to be
radically changed... It means facing a
system that does not lend its self to
your needs and devising means by which you
change that system.”
				
--Ella Baker

If you
are
born a
boy with
brown
skin, in
the USA,
and you
live in
poverty,
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chances
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during
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increase.
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Many poor students enter school
without the skills to identify basic letters, numbers, and shapes
because they did not have the
advantages of students who are
more well-off. If you are born
poor You may go to a school that
is overcrowded and underfunded
so catching up will be difficult. The
school will probably put you in
special education classes.

If you are a
Black
child you are
two and a
half times
as likely as
a White
child to be
held back
a grade
or
retained
in school.
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I
don’t know
the answer!

Because of "No Child Left Behind", if
you do not perform well on
standardized tests you might be
more likely to be "pushed out" of
school and even suspended in order
for your school to report higher
test scores.

my
side of the
story doesn’t
matter...

Why
are you in
the hallway?

If your school frequently calls
the police or a school resource
officer to deal with disciplinary issues this could increase the
number of school-based arrests
that occur each year and could
send you directly from the
schoolhouse to the jailhouse.

If you go to a school
that has a zero-tolerance policy you may get
kicked out or suspended for a minor behavior
or discipline issue that
could easily be handled
with a phone call to
your family.

Police

Department

If you are a student of color you will
probably be punished more harshly
than a white student who got in trouble
for doing the same thing.

If you get expelled or suspended
you may not be allowed to return
to your regular school. You may
be forced to attend an
alternative disciplinary center
where you will probably fall
behind in your school work.
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...so
bored...so
bored...so bored

You may get so
discouraged that
it is easier to
drop out than stay
in school.

You may end up in a juvenile
court. IF you are white there is
a good chance that the judge
will give you probation or
fine you and require you to do
community service.
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If you are black or latino/a
you have a better chance of
being sent to a juvenile
correctional institution
or punished more severely.

If you
get sent
to a juvenile
correctional
facility you
will have few
if any decent
educational
experiences,
opportunities,
recreation, or
counseling. Going back to a
regular school can be
nearly impossible.

When you leave a correctional
institution there are not many
places to go.

School, work, and life,
become more complicated.

You may find it hard to get

a
job...

Once you have
been in the system,
it is hard to get out...
You might find
yourself incarcerated
over and over.
One day you might
realize you are more
comfortable behind bars
than in your own
community.
or return to a normal life.
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A product of The Cradle to Prison Pipeline
Project
Sponsored by:
the Jane Addams Hull House Museum; College
of Architecture and the Arts, University of Illinois at Chicago; The Chicago Freedom School;
and ProJect NIA
2011
A Special thanks to the Chicago Freedom
School Students, Mariame Kaba, Lisa Lee, Teresa
Silva, Eva NagAO, Rachel Shine, Sean Kelley, and
Elgin Smith
for more information go to:
http://chicagofreedomschool.org/
http://www. hullhousemuseum.org
http://www.project-nia.org/

